2004 Presidential Campaign: Comparing Proposals and Records on Investment in
Librariesand the PATRIOT Act

Bush/Chenev Education Plan
Will provide $250 million annually to extend state assessment of student reading
and math skills.
Will “Promote Literacy: Train parentsin early literacy through Head Start.”
Proposes to “Continue to Fund Research: President Bush will fund development
of the most effective curricula and programs for teaching children early literacy
and math skills; establish developmentally appropriate measurements; and
identify effective adult and family literacy programs.”
Will “expand the Reach Out and Read Program: Expand Reach Out and Read,
which seeks to make early literacy a standard part of pediatric primary care.”
Proposes expanding “ Funding for the Striving Readers Initiative - President Bush
proposes to increase funding to $200 million annually for his Striving Readers
initiative for high school students who have fallen behind in reading.”
Will “Improving Adult Literacy - The President proposed developing a
comprehensive web-based literacy tool for adults aimed at increasing adult
literacy acrossthe U.S.”

Kerrv/Edwards Education Plan
Will fully fund No Child Left Behind Act by creating a National Education Trust
Fund. Thiswould result in $250 million annually for the Improving Literacy
Through School Libraries program, which is currently only being funded at $19.8
million for FY 2004.
Proposes investing in “ School Construction and Modernization” by investing
$24.8 hillion in school modernization bonds to help states and schools districts
repair and build modern schools.
Proposes an after-school initiative, entitled “School’ s Open ‘Til Six,” that will
offer after-school opportunities to 3.5 million children, through programs that are
open until 6 p.m. and offer safe transportation for children.

President Bush's Record on Libraries (LSTA & School Libraries)

- Signed the Library and Museum Services Act of 2003 (Public Law No: 108-81),
which provided “$232,000,000 for fiscal year 2004 and such sums as may be
necessary for fiscal years 2005 through 2009” funding (authorization) levels for
library programs at IMLS.

Signed into law the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (P.L. 107-110), which
created the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries program (Title I, Part B,
Subpart 4, section 1251) the first program specifically aimed at upgrading school
libraries since the original school library resources program was established in
1965.

In his budget requests for FY 2002 — FY 2005, Bush has proposed increasing
LSTA funding by $52.272 million.

For the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries program, President Bush,
proposed atotal of $59.761 million in funding in his FY 2003-2005 budgets (in



FY 2002, funding was not proposed). The program is authorized to receive up to
$250 million in funding per year.

On June 4, 2002, First Lady Laura Bush hosted a White House Conference on
School Librariesto help call attention to the critical role school libraries play in
children’'s academic success and to share the latest research on libraries, student
achievement, and successful local programs.

On September 8, 2001, First Lady Laura Bush, along with the Library of
Congress, hosted the first National Book Festival, held on the grounds of the
Library of Congress and the U.S. Capitol. The event is now an annual event.

Senator Kerry's Record on Libraries (LSTA & School Libraries)
In the 108" Congress, Senator Kerry was an original cosponsor of S.888, the
Senate version of the Museum and Library Services Act introduced by Sen. Judd
Gregg. The legidlation would have increased library funding (authorization)
levels to $250,000,000 for fiscal year 2004 and “such sums as may be necessary”
for fiscal years 2005 through 2009.
In the 108" Congress, Senator Kerry was an original cosponsor of S.238, the
Senate version of the Museum and Library Services Act introduced by Sen. Jack
Reed, which would have increased library funding (authorization) levels to
$350,000,000 for fiscal year 2004 and “such sums as may be necessary” for fiscal
years 2005 through 20009.
In the 107" Congress, Kerry voted in support of the No Child Left Behind Act
(P.L. 107-110), which created the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries
program (Title 1, Part B, Subpart 4, section 1251) the first program specifically
aimed at upgrading school libraries since the original school library resources
program was established in 1965.
In the 107" Congress, was a cosponsor of S.1262, the Elementary and Secondary
School Library Media Resources, Training, and Advanced Technology Assistance
Act. The bill, introduced by Sen. Jack Reed, would amend the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 to provide up-to-date school library medial
resources and well-trained, professionally certified school library media
specialists for elementary schools and secondary schools, and for other purposes.
It authorized $250,000,000 for fiscal year 2000 and such sums as may be
necessary for each of fiscal years 2001 through 2004.
In the 107™ Congress, was a cosponsor of S.2229, the Digital Empowerment Act.
The bill, introduced by Sen. Mikulski, would provide grants to provide school
library technology and training for school librarians and library media specialists,
as well as certain technology benefits for certain public libraries.

President Bush on the PATRIOT ACT
Signed into law the Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate
Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism (USA PATRIOT ACT) Act
of 2001 (PL 107-56).
Supports al the USA PATRIOT Act powers, opposes the sunsets. The Bush
Department of Justice has sought to expand the powers given to law enforcement
under "PATRIOT I1" style hills.




Senator Kerry on the PATRIOT ACT
. Voted for passage (Senate VVote Number 313, 107" Congress, 1% Session) of the

Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to
Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism (USA PATRIOT ACT) Act of 2001.
Cosponsor of the Security and Freedom Ensured (SAFE) Act, S. 1709. This hill
would protect the privacy of the library users by requiring the FBI to show there
isareason to believe that a particular individual is a suspect in aterrorism case in
order to get a FISA court order for library records. It would also remove libraries
from the scope of "National Security Letters," which allow the FBI to get
"transactional records’ of such communications as e-mail and Internet usage. And
it retains al the sunsetsin the current USA PATRIOT and would add Section 505
(the National Security Letter section) of the USA PATRIOT Act to the provisions
that sunset on December 31, 2005.



